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Our Stewardship 

Digital Donations 

We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and 

guests the chance to support our ministries with donations.  Our new partner is Givelify and we 

have donations for both churches in one place.  Feel free to check out new giving page on our 

website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —> 

 

You can make a one-time donation to either church, third 

Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would 

like to support.  You can also set donations on a schedule to 

make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.  

We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but 

they don’t.  In any case, the churches thank you for your 

generous support and hope this tool allows others to 

participate with you. 

 

We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and 

also for our guests.   

Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be 

corrected or improved. 

 

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions 
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on February 17th.  The Davis Corners 

congregation will be collecting for the Ronald McDonald House and the Dells-Delton congregation will be 

collecting for Umcor this month.  Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional 

offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and 

those much less fortunate.  

Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist 

combined pantry donations.  This month we are collecting shampoo for the panty.  

Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them in their 

current need. 

Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!  

 facebook.com/UMCdells   or    facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC 



 

What do United Methodists really believe? 

The United Methodist Church is a big tent theologically, and people with conservative 

or traditional religious beliefs make up the largest group under that spreading canvas.  

Those are two key findings from a new United Methodist Communications survey of 

United Methodists in the United States.  The survey dug into views on various 

theology-related subjects, including the Bible, Jesus, salvation, the Resurrection and 

the afterlife.  The goal was to shed light on the beliefs of people in the pews of United 

Methodist churches.” 

Of those contacted, 44 percent identified themselves as conservative/traditional in religious beliefs, 28 percent as 

moderate/centrist and 20 percent as progressive/liberal. These terms were used to describe theological views only 

and do not necessarily reflect social or political views.  For example, the survey asked whether the primary focus of 

The United Methodist Church should be saving souls for Jesus Christ or advocating for social justice to transform the 

world.  Eighty-eight percent of conservative/traditionalists said saving souls, while 68 percent of progressive/

liberals chose social justice. 

By big margins, conservatives, moderates and liberals understand God as creator of heaven and earth and believe 

God’s grace is available to all.  But only 50 percent of liberals believe in a literal hell, compared to 82 percent of 

conservatives and 70 percent of moderates. 

One question asked respondents to choose the most authoritative source of their personal theology.  The largest 

group of conservatives, 41 percent, chose Holy Scripture, and the second largest, 30 percent, said Christian 

tradition.   Meanwhile, the largest group of liberals, 39 percent, cited reason as most authoritative. The smallest, 6 

percent, chose Holy Scripture.  An overwhelming majority of conservatives, 86 percent, said a relationship with Jesus 

is the only way to salvation. Sixty-four percent of moderates agreed with that, and 54 percent of liberals did. 

The self-described moderates generally ended between conservatives and liberals in the results for specific 

questions. But often they were closer to the conservative position.  “I don’t think you can add the moderates and 

progressives and say that’s where the church is,” Niedringhaus said. “Theologically, many (moderates) are more 

traditional.”  The survey showed that women are more likely than men to hold liberal/progressive views and that 

church attendance is strongest by conservatives. 

 

UM Foundation Grants are Available 

For over 30 years the Foundation has been offering grants to help creative projects 

and ministries get off the ground. If you have a creative and innovative program, 

ministry, project or activity which is new to your group, you may qualify for a grant from the Foundation!   

Grants are to be considered seed money rather than continuing support and typically phase out after three years.  

 Denomination News 



 

Welcome New Associate Conference Lay Leader 

The Wisconsin Conference is pleased to announce that Ben Brancel has accepted the position 

of Associate Conference Lay Leader. We welcome Ben to the Conference Board of Laity and 

to ministry in the Wisconsin Annual Conference! Ben has experience as a Wisconsin 

politician and former legislator who served as the Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture until 

his retirement in 2017. He also managed a dairy operation for 22 years, and now runs a 290-acre beef farm with his 

wife, son and daughter-in-law. Ben has been actively involved at Briggsville UMC and with the Conference.. 

“Ben is a spiritually centered disciple of Christ, a member of a faithful multi-generational family who are life-long 

active members of Briggsville UMC. Ben loves God and loves God’s people,” says Deanna Shimko, Conference Lay 

Leader and Chair of the Conference Board of Laity. “Ben’s professional experience in the Wisconsin Legislature and 

the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture; service on the Board of Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation and 

Wisconsin Conference Episcopacy Committee; long-time operation of large family farm with livestock; leadership in 

the professional agri-business community; and active membership and leadership at Briggsville UMC have given Ben 

the opportunity to develop deep and wide skills that equip him well to serve a diverse lay constituency and function 

successfully within the Wisconsin Annual Conference UMC organizational structure.”  

 

 

Register for 2019 Laity Convocation by April 1 

All in the Wisconsin Annual Conference are invited to the Bishop’s Leadership Convocation 

of the Laity April 5 – 6, 2019 at Steven’s Point: St. Paul’s UMC in Stevens Point. There is no 

charge for attending but you must register in advance. The meals are sponsored by the 

Wisconsin Annual Conference’s budget for the Board of Laity. 

Friday evening will begin at 7 p.m. with a banquet to celebrate laity leadership, followed by a Launch Out! 

presentation. On Saturday morning, Bishop Jung will discuss “Claiming a Proactive Life Together” after the opening 

worship ceremony. There will be three workshops in the afternoon: Reaching Our New, Young, Diverse Neighbors; 

Missional Church Consultation Initiative; and Ministry with the Poor: Justice & Mercy Ministries. 

 

Wisconsin Annual Conference 

Recently a communication came from the Madison Marriott West that due to remodeling 

adequate space needed would not be available for our use. The Program and Arrangements 

Committee made the decision to move the venue for Wisconsin Annual Conference of The 

United Methodist Church 2019 to the KI Convention Center in Green Bay, Wisconsin, as scheduled for June 

14 - 17, 2019.  Registration for the Wisconsin Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 2019 

and room reservations will open approximately March 1, 2019.  

 Denomination News 



 

FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

Ask The UMC: How many missionaries are there? 

More than 350 United Methodist missionaries serve in more than 65 countries around the world.  

"Missionaries serve as agents of God’s transformation. They do not go and fix problems on behalf of others 
— they go to be in ministry with the local community. They go to learn, listen and serve as witnesses of 
God’s transforming grace and power," says Judy Chung, executive director of Missionary Service for the 
United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 

"United Methodist missionaries are engaged in a variety of ministries as teachers, farmers, educators, 
doctors, accountants, community developers, volunteer coordinators, pilots, nurses, professors, 
administrators and more. They serve the needs of the community as identified by local leaders as key 
priorities. And they cross many boundaries to dedicate their lives and the lives of their families to be in 
mission," she said.   In 2018, 68 young adults from 24 countries were commissioned to serve as Global 
Mission Fellows, a two-year mission service opportunity, and 15 new missionaries were commissioned for 
long-term mission service. 

 

"It is difficult to rebuke well; that is, at a right time, in a right spirit, and in a right manner."  

          — John Henry Newman 

 Other News 



 

Dells-Delton Outreach 

We are going to have a potluck on March 31 and invite our neighbors, 

friends, coworkers and the community to hear Pastor Lee preach and to 

stay for lunch with us.  Jerry and Judy put together an ad to invite the 

community!   We also decided to give 100.00 dollars toward the bible trail!  

Save the date of June 8 2019—we are going to have a pie social, with 

barbecue and chips, piece of pie and beverage for 5.00.  We will  sell whole 

pies remaining and invite everyone to walk our bible path.  We all look 

forward to working with you again on this project, and thank you for all you do for us and the church.  

-- Outreach Committee 

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton 

Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would 

like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no 

particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge. 

There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019. 

 

Dells-Delton UMW 

We gathered Feb 6th for our first meeting of the year.  Iva Marshall provided the treats and Kathy 

Radcliff read the devotion.  We discussed possibly creating a small gift bag for visitors to our church 

and it was agreed that we will look into it further.  Kathy passed out information on upcoming district 

opportunities at area churches in March and April and the annual Lenten Breakfast put on by the 

Mauston UMW March 23rd.  We will meet next on March 6th at 1 pm. 

Kitchen Project Update 

We are waiting on working drawings for the updates to our kitchen.  Once the Corporation Board 

reviews these plans, we will make them available for the congregations to see what we hope to 

accomplish.  Once we have the plans, we will put everything out for bid and hope to be on contractors’ 

schedules by late summer.  Please contact a member of the Corporation Board if you have questions. 

 

Bible Path 

Any physical or monetary help with the Bible path would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact Dave 

Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way.  We will begin work once the snow leaves.  

 Congregational News 



 

Davis Corners UMW News 

The Davis-Corners United Methodist Women's first meeting for 2019 was held on February 4th at Nancy 

Edwards' home.  Nancy served a delicious meal and dessert.  Thank you Nancy for opening your home to 

us.    We discussed our goals/plans for activities for this year.   

 

Our rummage sale will be July 5 & 6, so start saving your un wanted items.  UMW Sunday will be October 

6 followed by our Soup Supper on Saturday the 26th.  The next UMW meeting will be on Monday, March 

4th at Jolene Schuster's home with just a meeting and dessert at 1:30 pm.  

 

Until then God Bless 

Bonnie J. Stratton   

 

 

Weekly Bible Studies 

We  welcome one and all to our weekly Tuesday afternoon Bible Study at 1:00 

PM at Davis Corners and Thursday morning Bible Study at 10:00 AM at Dells-

Delton.  Check your schedule and see if you can make some time to join us to 

learn and understand the Bible.  Ask Pastor or one of the congregants to find out 

which book we are currently studying. 

 

Lenten Study at Dells-Delton 
Beginning on March 13th at 6:30pm we will be having a Lenten study and soup 

supper at Dells-Delton, followed by a short Bible study.  We hope you join us for 

this time of food and fellowship as we count down the weeks before Easter.   

Remember this study is open to all in our congregations, friends, family and 

neighbors—so invite others to join in. 

 

"The way to love anything is to realize that it might be lost."   — G.K. Chesterton  

 Congregational News 



 

MARCH 31ST - CHARGE POTLUCK 

Dells-Delton Outreach is coordinating a potluck dinner for our two 

congregations and the community.  Please invite anyone you wish to join us 

for one of the Sunday services and then bring them to the potluck meal in 

the Dells-Delton multi-purpose room at noon.  Bring your favorite dish to 

share and join us for a great day of fellowship at the end of the month!   

We hope to introduce some people in our community to the wonderful 

people and Davis Corners and Dells-Delton United Methodist Churches.   

Our guests are not being asked to bring anything, but we always have more than enough to share. 

 

 

Basic Lay Servant Course - Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry  

The Class on Saturday, April 27, 2019, 09:30am - 03:30pm at Dodgeville United Methodist Church is the 
required first step for becoming a Lay Servant or Lay Speaker in the United Methodist Church, and for the 
Advanced Lay Servant courses.  

Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended, and to consider 
the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent 
spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable in their discipleship.  

The required text is “Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course Participant’s Book” (ISBN #978-0-88177-627-0) 
and may be purchased from The Upper Room Bookstore, or Amazon.com.  

Course cost: $25 if text is purchased separately, $35 if instructor purchases text. Fee is for facility rental, 
instructional materials and instructor’s mileage.  Please bring a bag lunch.  

Contact Rev Dr Barbara Cook, dbcook54@gmail.com or phone: 608.778.6084 for registration or questions. 

Registration Deadline is April 25, 2019 

 

"I never knew any man in my life who could not bear another's misfortunes perfectly like a Christian."   

— Alexander Pope 

 Congregational News 

mailto:dbcook54@gmail.com


 

Peace and Blessings! 

Pastor Lee 
 

We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.  

We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar.  Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone. 

 
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:   news@wisconsindellsumc.org 

 

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

 

It has been a busy month!  We are beginning preparations for a kitchen remodel at Dells-Delton, I 

have had a couple of Conference projects and we’ve had some discussions about the General 

Conference meeting taking place in St. Louis at the end of February.  It has been a busy month, but 

it is not going to slow down much…. 

If you have been checking your calendar, you know that Ash Wednesday is March 6th and Easter is  

just six weeks later.  We will be preparing for Lent and for the results of our General Conference 

meeting of the United Methodist Church.  No matter what we do or plan, things are always 

changing and we have to be ready to go wherever God will lead. 

In the closing chapter of Philippians, Paul writes this: Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of 

praise, dwell on these things.  The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, 

practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.  

That is hard for us to do - to not be anxious.  The future is unknown.  What we need to do to 

prepare is unclear.  What it may cost us can only be guessed.  But regardless, God will still be in 

control; Jesus is still raised from the dead; our salvation is still secure.  Paul tells us to dwell on the 

things worthy of praise, which are the things that God has done and the things that praise His 

name.  We need to remember our mission: to make disciples for Christ.  That means lots of 

practice.  And Paul tells us that with practice will come the presence of the God of peace. 

Peace is what we need when times become tumultuous.  There are a lot of things moving in my life 

right now, and I’m sure you have plenty happening in your life as well.  But as we present our 

prayers before the throne, and as we practice living out our Christian lives, we will experience 

what we need the most: closeness with the Creator who has control.  So as we prepare for the 

season of Lent, I would encourage you to remember that God Himself desires this close 

relationship with you.  After all, He did send His Son to redeem us and bring us home. 


